An Spidéal Caoga Bliain 6 Shin

Seosamh O Cuaig

Is éard atd anseo roinnt de na scéalta 6na nuachtain S0 bliain 6 shin,
a bhain leis an Spidéal, curtha le chéile ag Seosamh O Cuaig,
Iarchomhairleoir Contae agus Iarbhall Tofa ar Udaras na Gaeltachta.
Nil anseo ach cuid de na scéalta a bhi luaite ag Seosamh sa chaint
faoin teideal ‘An Spidéal Caoga Bliain 6 Shin’ a thug sé i gColaiste
Chonnacht mi Feabhra seo caite, mar chuid de shraith 1éachtai,
eagraithe ag Cumann Staire is Seanchais Chois Fharraige. Seo cuid
de na nithe a bhi luaite ag Seosamh ina chuid cainte.

Léirigh  Aisteoiri an  Spidéil “An
Strainséara Dubh” sa Damer i mBled
Cliath oiche Aoine agus oiche Shathairn i
mi na Bealtaine 1965. “They have won all
before them at this year’s drama festivals] a
duradh san Irish Times - ag féilte Gaeilge
agus ag féilte Béarla chomh maith le
chéile. Fuair siad an chéad 4it i Luimneach
agus i gCill Airne. Bhuaigh siad an chéad
dit ag an Oireachtas. Pl O Foighil an
léiritheoir a bhi orthu.

Fuair Cumann Drdmaiochta an
Spidéil ardmholadh nuair a [irigh siad
“An Dubh” ag

craobhchomortas naisitinta dramaiochta

Strainséara

na tuaithe i mBaile Locha Riach. Duirt an
moltdir, P. J. O’Connor as RTE, go raibh
an caighdedn a bhi acu chomh maith le
rud ar bith a chonaic sé go dti sin ag féile
dramaiochta ar bith. Mhol sé na haisteoiri
Seosamh O Neachtain, Pidraic Mac
Fhlanncha, Liam O Grainne agus Bairbre
Ni Mhaille.

Agus bhiodh drdmaiocht acu sa
mednscoil freisin. Bhuaigh siadsan an
chéad dit i rannég na Gaeltachta i 1964 ag
Féile Dramaiochta na Scol in Ath Luain.
Bhuaigh siad Duais na Féile ar an [éiria

agus ar an aisteoir ab thearr.

Capall

Foilsiodh pictiur bred san Irish Times de
Mhichael Clancy agus dé chapall Atlantic
Breeze a bhuaigh an chéad 4it san RDS.
Chuir Ambasaddir Mheiricea

Raymond Guest an-suim i mbromach a

nua

bhi ar taispedint aige . 24 capaillin a bhiag
Michael Clancy an uair sin. Bhi 10
mbliana caite aige ag plé leo. Dhiol sé
capaillinile ceannaitheoiri as an tSualainn

agus as Meiricea.

Gacilge san Aifreann
Foilsiodh pictitr de shéipéal nua na Tulai
—an chéad séipéal in Eirinn a réitiodh go
speisialta le go mbeadh aghaidh an tsagairt
ar an bpobal. Duradh ar an Irish Times go
raibh 4it do 3,000 duine sa séipéal sin.
Bhi colunai as an Irish Press, W .A.
Newman, ag cur sios ar shéipéal nua na
Tulaf freisin. Mhol sé séipéal an Spidéil
chomh maith. “Spiddal seems to be blessed
with a succession of forward looking parish

priests] a duirt sé.

Tratai
Bhi scéim na dtratai faoi lan seoil i gconai.
Chuir an Roinn Talmhaiochta fégra
amach go mbeadh barr 1964 le diol - as
19 teach téite agus 76 teach nach raibh
téite idir an Spidéal agus an Cheathru
Rua. Idir 375 agus 400 planda a bhi i
chuile theach acu. Bhi

Indreabhdn leis na trétai a ghradail.

stdisiun in

Cinsire

Ceapadh cinsire nua scanndn — an Dr.
Cristopher Macken. Ar an gCnoc a
rugadh ¢é. Fuair s¢ a chuid oideachais i
gColdiste Iarlatha agus in Ollscoil na
Gaillimhe. Bhi sé pdirteach i gCogadh na
Saoirse agus chuaigh sé ar thaobh na
Poblachta sa gCogadh Cathartha. Fuair s¢
a chuid dinditiri dochttireachta i 1929.
Bhi sé ar Ardchomhairle Fhianna Fail ar
feadh tréimhse agus sheas sé dhoibh i
geupla toghchdn ach nior éirigh leis.

An t-iriseoir Dénal Foley ar cuairt go
Conamara:

“In Eyre Square; a duirt sé, “ we stopped to
ask the way. Take the coast road through
Salthill and follow it through by the rim of

the sea and you'll soon be in Connemara, the

man in Galway said.

We followed his instructions, drove past
Salthill (which looked almost clinical in its
severity and whiteness) and on to Spiddal
and Cois Fharraige.

It was then we caught our first sight of
the rocks, huge jagged monsters, flat ones,
round ones, stretching for miles everywhere
in a_fantastic pattern of disarray....Hardy
little cows fighting for a mouthful of grass
between the boulders; sea gulls, cormorants
and herons flying wildly, and below the sea
lashing itself in frustration against the black
brown rugged coastline. Not a sinner in
sight.

They have all gone, all the young people
to  Boston, New York, Coventry,
Huddersfield, London, Manchester. Any
place they'll get a living. And why wouldn’t
they, the old fisherman demanded between
gulps of porter. There’s nothing for them
here, never was.

Did they ever come back? “Yes in
summer with cars hired and new suits and
pockets full of money. They buy cows for
their father, stay drunk for a week and then
20 back again to England or America.”

Scéim Jomdnaiochta Foyle

Bhi scéim ioménaiochta agus Gaeilge
tosaithe ag Pol ¢) Foighil. Thabharfai
scoldireacht do 40 6génach as chuile
chontae le dhul ar feadh miosa go dti an
Spidéal. Chaithfidis dh4 vair a chloigsalé
ag foghlaim scileanna na hiomanaiochta.
Bheadh deis acu cluichi a imirt in aghaidh
foirne maithe le linn an chtrsa.

Chuir Combhairle Chonnacht de
Chumann Luthchleas Gael £125 ar fail
agus ceannafodh coill caman. Toménafocht
an t-dbhar comhr4 a bhiodh sna ranganna
Gaeilge acu i rith an lae agus trdthnéna
ansin  chuirtd ag cleachtadh na
hiomanaiochta iad. Thaispedntai scanndin
de chluichi ceannais na hEireann agus na
scanndin a rinneadh faoi Christy Ring
agus thdinig an t-iomdnai cdilivil as
Tiobraid Arann, Donie Nealon, le

tuilleadh comhairle a chur orthu.
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Festy Conlon

Thug tuairisceoir as an Irish Times cuairt
ar Ghaillimh le linn Fhéile na nOisri.
Casadh fear dhé a duirt an chaint seo a
leanas.

“I nipped out in the middle of Saturday
night’s banquet and found a real echo of the
old festival atmosphere going on quietly in
the hotel’s Driftwood Bar. There was Festy
Conlon from Spiddal, the best tin whistle
player in the West of Ireland, with a couple
of other equally good traditional musicians.
We had a few pints and a few songs that
reminded me of the good old days, and then
Festy and his companions went off to keep
an engagement in another pub, while 1,

reluctantly, went back to my sophisticates.”

Obscene Literature
Tuairisceoir eile anois as an Irish Times a
thdinig go Conamara.

“Beyond Spiddal we stopped ro buy
postcards at a shop
stocking up for them (the tourists), too busy

with their knitwear, sweets and souvenirs to

...... They are busy

read the paperbacks displayed on the shelves.
We had a browse and found ourselves
quoting from the most hair-vaisingly obscene
literature ever to be found interspersed
between volumes on Christian doctrine, the
pure life of Maria Goretti, The Valley of the
Squinting Windows. We could but assume
the paperbacks are bought by weight rather
than by content. Or that Béarla is not much
used in that part of the Gaeltacht.”

John Ford
Bhi John Ford sa tir ag déanamh an
scanndin Young Cassidy. Seo ¢ an scannin
a bhunaigh sé¢ ar an drdmadéir Sean
O’Casey. Thug s¢ preasagallamh i mBled
Cliath. D’thiafraigh duine de na
tuairisceoiri de céard a chosnédh an
scanndn. “Its none of your goddam
business; a duirt Ford. Mianach an Spidéil
ag teacht amach ann, déarfainn. D’inis sé
ina dhiaidh sin céard a duirt cuid d4
ghaolta sa Spidéal faoin scanndn eile sin a
rinne sé, The Quiet Man.

“It only made 20 million bucks,“ a duirt

Seirbhisi Cuarsai
Forbairt Pobail FAS
Seirbhisi Oifige SFP
Seirbhis Mapai Talun

Eolas/Idirlion

Comharchumann Shailearna Teoranta
r " Cur Chun Cinn Teanga, Cultuir, Fostaiochta agus Seirbhisi '

Comharchumann Shailearna Teo.

Na hAille, Indreabhan, Co. na Gaillimhe
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An tAcadamh Gorlann na Gaeilge
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siad, “that’s all”

Miineadh na Gaeilge

Bhi ctrsa nua tagtha amach le Gaeilge a
mhuineadh. “Eist agus Labhair” an teideal
a bhi air. Bhi idir téacsleabhar speisialta
agus téipeanna curtha le chéile don chursa.
Ar na glértha a bhi le cloistedil ar na
téipeanna bhi Nuala Ni Loidedin as an
Spidéal a bhi i gColdiste Charysfort,
Mdire Ni Fhlatharta as Inis Mér a bhi i
gCarysfort freisin, Padraic O Méaléid as
Camas, P4draic O Gaora as Carna agus
Tomias O Raighne as an gCoill Rua a bhii
gColaiste Phédraig.

Ithe na bhFatai sa Spidéal

Rinneadh clar teilifise sa Spidéal dar
teideal “Céili”. Scriobh duine éicint litir go
dti na pdipéir ag casaoid faoin gcaoi a
raibh fear agus gasur 6g le feicedil ag ithe
béili fataf gan scian né forc.

“Last week BBC TV screened a Céili
[from Spiddal. Apart from the scenes of the
actual céili in a house in Spiddal various
outside shots were shown. One of these
showed an elderly gentleman turning a por
of potatoes out on a bare table and another
showed him eating the potatoes with a young
gastir out of their fists.

This may be perfectly orthodox and
acceptable to the people of Spiddal but the
impression it makes on an audience of
Englishmen about the Irish and their way
of life is not at all flattering either to the
people of Spiddal or to Irishmen in general.”

Scriobh duine eile isteach as Londain
4 threagairt.

“The writer of the letter would do well
to take a good look at the streets of London
on any week night and see the dozens
walking along eating potato chips which
have been wrapped in old newspapers....So
why the fuss over Spiddal?

Portaigh

Diradh sa D4il go raibh £11,000 caite ag
straidhpedil portach i Seanadh Gharréin.
Bhi portach faighte ag 96 iarrthéir go dti
sin agus bhi tuilleadh le roinnt an t-

earrach dar gcionn.

Peil
Bhuail an Clochén an Spidéal ar a
mbealach go dti craobhchluiche peile



séisear Bhord an Iarthair. Cluiche crua a
bhiann. Ar na himreoiri ab thearr a bhiag
an Spidéal, a duirt an Connacht Tribune,
bhi Mdirtin Ridge, Tex Thornton agus
Michael Thornton. 2-7 in aghaidh 1-7 a
bhi ann sa deireadh.

Scéim uisce.

Bhi cruinnit ag Coiste Paréiste an Spidéil
sa mbliain 1964 faoi chursai uisce agus
tuairisc faoi ar an gConnacht Tribune
faoin teideal “Decision expected soon on
Connemara Water Scheme”. Bhi ionadaithe
ann as coisti 6 na Forbacha go Leitir
Mealldin chomh maith le polaiteoiri
gitiala. Dtirt Pidraic O Neachtain, a bhi
ina chathaoirleach ar an geruinnia, go
ndeachaigh toscaireacht chuig an
gCombhairle Contae roinnt blianta roimhe
sin agus gur gealladh an uair sin go
ndéanfai rud éicint faoi. Nior tharla sé.
Ulisce

Dheisceart Chonamara a bhi geallta

Scéim  Réigitnach

roinnt blianta roimhe sin, a ddaradh —

An Spidéal on aer sna 1950dai. Buiochas leis an gCartlann Niisiinta Ghrianghrafaddireachta.

uisce a chur ¢ na Forbacha go Leitir
Mealldin agus trasna go hUachtar Ard.
Cearta jascaireachta ba mhé a choinnigh
siar ¢, a mhinigh siad. Loch Coirib, Loch
Bhoth Loiscthe agus Abhainn Chasla na

foinsi uisce a bhi pioctha.

Miairin Ni Churraoin

Bhi pictitr agus tuairisc faoi Mhdirin Ni
Churraoin, as Saorphort Bearna, san Irish
Press i 1965. Duradh gur muinteoir tis a
bhi inti, go raibh an-suim aici sna damhsai
Gaelacha, go raibh baint aici le Feis Cheoil
an larthair le dha bhliain agus go ndearna

si aisteoireacht le Cumann an Spidéil agus

i dTaibhdhearc na Gaillimhe.

Monarcha na mBréagin
In alt san Irish Press i 1964 labhraiodh ar
an mbeagan monarcha a bhi ag Gaeltarra
Eireann an uair sin.

“After Elly Bay, Crolly and Spiddal soon
Sfollowed and while Crolly became famous
for their “Crolly Dolls” Spiddal was geared

for plastics. From the western seaboard come
bright-eyed maidens dressed in national
costume. Teddy bears from 6” to 3-6” and
dolls. In all there are 70 types of toys made”

An Geall a chuir Thornton.

Sa mbliain 1965 duirt Miirtin Thornton
go geuirfeadh sé geall £180 go mbuafadh
Ciarrai Craobh na hEireann. Bhi pictitr
brea de ar an Irish Independent agus an t-

airgead ina ghlaic aige.

Gaeilge san Aifreann

Tosaiodh ag usdid na Gaeilge san
Aifreann, Dé Domhnaigh 7 Marta 1965.
Duirt Sagart Pardiste an Spidéil, an
Canénach Donnelly, an méid seo a leanas
leis an Irish Independent. “In Spiddal,
Rossaveal and Minna the faithful answered
in loud clear voices, keeping in perfect
rhythm and showing no shyness. The
responses were just like the rosary. We were
tremendously pleased”
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